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5 October 1870

Holland, Michigan

Dr. Albertus C. Van Raalte appeared after the meeting had begun. He was said to be ex officio.
Van Raalte took the chair at the evening session. The Zwemer house was being extended in order
to serve as a refectory. The meeting went over several days, concluding on 10 October.
Transcription by Mary Otterness, 2004.

Minutes of the Council of Hope College, 90-98.
Original in the Hope College at the Joint Archives of Holland at Hope College.
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Omission of June 15ffi.
See Page 99
Oct 5th
The Council met in Special Session at 10. A. M. In the absence of Doctor
1870
Van Raalte the Elder L. S. Viele was called to the chair. The meeting
90
Oct 5
was opened with prayer by Rev John Muller. There were present Exofficio.
1870
Rev Doctors Phelps & Crispell. and from the Classis Mich Rev A. T. Stewart
and 1W Beardslee, & Elder B Ledeboer. From Classis of Holland Rev Jacob
Van Der Meulen E.C. Oggel, and Elder 0. H. Yntema. Classis of Illinois
Rev A. Thompson, N.D. Gulick,
Classis of Wisconsin Rev John Muller G.H. Karsten, Elder S.H. Veile[sic]
Grand River Rev A ICrickard.
Resd to adjourn till half past one oclock, P.M. Doctor Crispell closed the
meeting with prayer.
The Council met at half past one P.M, & was opened with prayer by Rev A.
Thompson
Thanks
Whitehead

Books
Christian
Scholarship

Rector
Pages 888c101
Parsons
Teacher
Oct 5
1870

Female
Teacher

Rev Doctor Van Raalte Ex Officio appeared in Council. Resd that the thanks
of the Council be presented to the Rev Charles Whitehead of Hudson City
N.Y. for his liberal donation of 52 Vols to the College Library. Also to Mrs.
Albert Christie, Mrs Tillotson & Miss Few of Hastings upon Hudson for their
completion of the Albert Christie Scholarship by the payment of $600. in
addition to previous donations for that purpose. The minutes of the next
meeting held in May were read. Rev Messrs Karsten & Gulick were
appointed a committee to nominate a double number of names from which to
choose by ballot one as Primaries & one as Secunders[?] to address the
Theological Students.
The Com. to secure a Rector for the Grammar School report that they have not
yet secured a suitable person for that position. They have however employed
for the present Mr.
Parsons to give instruction in the Grammar school
especially in the Normal Departments. Whereupon it was Res"
91
that the action of said Committee be approved & that they be continued with
discretionary powers.
The Com on nominations reported as Primarin to deliver the annual address to
the Theological Students.
Rev Jacob Van Der Meulen
and
" James Demarest Jr.
As
Secunde Rev A Thompson
and
" C Van Der Veen
The meeting adjourned till 7 V2 P.M, and was opened with prayer by Rev
Philip Phelps Rev A C Van Raalte took the chair The Com appointed in
connection with the Ex. Com. and directed at the June meeting to proceed
without delay to secure a Female Teacher or Teachers reported that
inasmuch as the means which have been relied upon for the support of such
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Teacher or Teachers are not at present available, therefore they have not
carried out the instructions of Council. The report was laid upon the table at
Page 101 at one A.M, Wednesday night Oct 5th Letters were received from Profs Beck &
Bottom
Scott in answer to the inquiries of a Committee appointed June 15th A letter
was read from the Secretary of the Board of Education touching the increase
Increase of of the salaries of the Profs in Hope College. The meeting adjourned until 8 1/2
Salaries
oclock tomorrow morning and was closed with prayer by C.E. Crispell.
See Page 101

Editor
Page 95
Oggel
resigns

At the morning session Rev E. C. Oggel tendered his resignation as Editor of
De Hope. An invitation was received & accepted with thanks to dine with the
Sat. Schools of Grd Haven & Spring Lake, in Holland Also one to take tea at
the New College Refectory.

92
Oct 6th.
1870
Page 102
Zwemer House
Refectory

Financial
Agent
Bolks

Sales for
Taxes on
E. 30. Ac
Scc
Organization
See Page 101

Fees to be
Required

At the meeting of Council held on Thursday it was Resolved that the expenses
of extending the Zwemer house be met from a temporary investment of
endowment funds and that the building be made ready for occupancy.
Resd that the Refectory be continued for the present in the Professor Oggels
former residence.
Res" that the Financial Agent be requested to collect donations in order to
meet the expenses of for building 8c furniture for the Refectory.
Resd that S Bolks be appointed Financial Agent to collect all moneys due to
the Treasury, especially those due for Endowment interest to De Hope and
that the Ex. Corn. be directed to go to Zeeland for the purpose of holding a
Conference with the Consistory or Church there in reference to the absence of
their Pastor.
Res" that the Ex. Com. be directed to sell enough of the East thirty acres to
defray all the taxes & other expenses paid on account of the whole sixty. The
Committee on organization reported & their report was laid on the laid on the
Table. At 12 M the council adjourned till after dinner which was hel served in
the First Church to the Sabbath schools numbering full 800 children
In the afternoon session about 4 oclock Doctor Van Raalte was excused and
Elder Viele took the chair Res" that the Faculties be directed to execute the
rule requiring the payment of the fees of the students in order to their
continuance in the institution. Resd that the necessary
93
repairs be made in the College building as soon as the funds can be obtained
The report on organization was considered. The Council adjourned till 8
oclock A. M the next morning, and was closed with prayer by C. Van Der
Meulen.

Oct 7,
1870

The Council met according to adjournmt and was opened with prayer by Rev
Mr. Gulick. The minutes of the previous days were read & approved The
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organization

Report on organization which was first made on Wednesday and repeated on
Thursday was further considered when the following principles were agreed
upon
1 The term of members of Council shall be extended from four to eight years.
2 In case of vacancy the Council shall have power to fill such vacancy until a
successor is regularly appointed.
3 No Professor while in office shall be a member of Council but this rule
shall not apply to the President of the Institution.
4 The President & Professors
shall be nominated by the Council & appointed by the General Synod. The
ayes 84 nays on this Resolution were called with the following result.
Ayes Rev Philip Phelps Jr, A Gulick, Elder B Ledeboer, Rev J. H. Karsten, A
Thompson, J. W. Beardslee, Jacob Van Der Meulen, A ICrickard, S. Bolks,
A.C. Van Raalte, J. Mulder C. Van Der Veen.
Nays, Rev C. E. Crispell and Abel. T. Stewart.
The Council adjourned until 2 P.M & was closed with prayer by Rev the Elder
L. S. Viele.
The Council

94
met at 2 P. M and was opened with prayer by Rev Mr. Stewart.
Rev C. Van Der Veen was chosen to act as Temporary Clerk for the
remaining part of the sessions of Council
Rev Mr. Gulick was excused from further attendance on Council after 4
oclock P. M.
In further considering the report on organization it was
Resolved 5th that the officers of the Institution shall be subjected to the
Council with the right of appeal to Gen. Synod in all cases of grievance, but
until Synod shall decide the appeal, the decision of Council shall stand.
6 That the Diplomas or Certificates to Students graduating from the
respective Departments be signed by the members of the Council 8c the
members of the several faculties according to their respective organizations.
7th that the report be recommitted to the Committee with instructions to
perfect the same & shape the details according to the principles adopted 8c
report the same to a subsequent session of Council Resd that we adjourn as a
Council it be to meet on the first Wednesday in Dec. at 2 P.M,
Resd that a com. be appointed consisting of Rev A. C. Van Raalto, C. Van Der
Corn.
Veen and A. T. Stewart to collect all the papers relating to property held by
Papers 8c
the Council & submit then to the Consideration of Judge
Wilhiarns Williams of Allegan for the purpose of having them conected[sic] and
changed in any way necessary to institute their validity. Res' that when the
members of Council including the Ex. Com when cognizant of any bequest
made by note or with or mortgage
95
to Hope College shall endeavor to have the instrument of conveyance in the
case submitted to the Consideration of the above named lawyer.
C. Van
Herryman Papers were presented by Doctor Van Raalte from C. Van Herryman
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conveying certain property to the Council and were accepted with the
unanimous thanks of the Council.
Res" that the Ex. Coin, be directed to borrow Five hundred dollars to pay
Messrs Shields & Doesberg $100. cash & to assure their bills on account of
salary.
Res" that the churches at the West be directed to increase their funds
Contingent donations for the Contingent Fund, & that the delegate present from the
Fund.
Classis of Illinois call the attention of the Classis at its next meeting to the
urgent wants of the Board. College.
E. C. Oggel Resd that the Resignation of Rev E. C. Oggel as Editor of the Hope 8c
resignation Treasurer of the College be accepted to take affect as soon as his accounts
Page 91
have been audited by the Ex. Com. Council adjourned till 8 oclock AM of
the next day.
Conveyance
Thanks

8 A.M
The Council met according to adjournment 8c was opened with prayer by Rev
Oct 8'h 1870 J. Van Der Meulen. The minutes were read & approved.
Editors & Res that the offices of Editor of De Hope & Treasurer of the College be
Treasurers separated. Res" that the Ex. Com be authorized to appoint a Treasurer until
Offices
the next meeting of the Council.
separated
Res' that the title of Assistant Editor be changed to office Editor.
Mode of
Res" that the Editor 8c Treasurer shall be elected by ballot.
Resd that the first ballot shall be an informal ballot.
Election
96
Resd that this election be held on next Monday at 2. P. M.
Oct 8,
1870
Res" that hereafter the notice of meeting of Council be published in the Hope
at least three weeks previous & sent to the members of Council. The minutes
were read & approved. Res" that council adjourn till Monday 11 A M. Mr.
Van Der Veen closed the meeting with prayer.
Oct 10
1870
De Hopes
principles

Editor
Niterwyk
Elected

The Council met at 11 AM Oct 10th Elder Viele was called to the Chair.
Prayer was offered by Rev J. H. Karsten. Res" that Council proceed to define
the duties of the Editor of De Hope, before proceeding to his election.
Res" that while the Editor is to defend & advocate the principles & policies of
the Council, the paper is to be permitted fully to reflect the views & feelings
of the whole church.
Adjourned to 2 1/2 P.M with prayer by Rev A. C. Van Raalte.
Council met at 2 'A and was opened with prayer by Rev Philip Phelps Jr.
Rev A. C. Van Raalte took the chair.
Resd that the salary of the Editor be $1200. Resd that the Editor of De Hope is
to manage the financial affairs of De Hope & report once in three months to
the Treasurer of the Council the amount received 8c expended and the amount
outstanding
Res' to proceed to an informal ballot
The result was as follows.
H. I\Iiterwyk
8
14
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2
E C Oggel
2
C. Van Der Veen
Jacob Van Der Meulen 1
Resd to proceed to an election. The result of which was as follows
H. giterwyk 11 E. C. Oggel 1 C. Van Der Veen 1.
kI
97
Resd that the election be made unanimous.
Editorial
Resd that an Editorial Corn. Pro Tern be appointed Consisting of Rev R
Pro Tern Pieters H. Niterwyk & C Van Der Veen.
Corn.
Res" that a Corn consisting of Rev E. C. Oggel, A. C. Van Raalte & S Bolks
be appointed, to notify Rev Mr. piterwyk of his election & urge his
acceptance.
A Communication concerning a donation a Second Scholarship of $100. and
what conditions should be attached to it was referred to the Ex Corn with
power.
Endowment Res" that the President of the College in the prosecution of the Endowment be
authorized to be absent from the Institution for so long a period as may be
necessary
Presidents Resd that to enable Doctor Phelps to prosecute the Endowment, Council make
place
arrangements to provide for his absence.
supplied
Resd that Prof Beck be asked to give instruction in Exegesis.
Resd that Rev A. T. Stewart be requested to give instruction to the Scinor[siej.
Glass in Moral Philosophy
Resd that Jacob Van Der Meulen be requested to give instruction in Mental
Philosophy.
Faculty
Res" that the Faculty be authorized to fill vacancies in the above Departments
to fill
if such should occur.
vacancies Resd that Mr. Parsons be requested to reside in the building & report all
infractions of the rules of the building to the Professors 8c they be requested to
exercise supervision over all the students 8c in case of Mr. Parsons non
acceptance the President be authorized to obtain another person.
Resd that the financial Report of the
98
Oct 10th
Refectory be submitted to the Council at its next meeting.
1870
Council adjourned to 7 1/2 with prayer by C. Crispell.
Council met according to adjournment 8c was opened with prayer by Rev Mr.
Beardslee.
Resd that Prof Beck be relieved from giving instruction to the Freshman t?é
Grammar school class & that it be referred to the Academic & Grammar
school faculties to make the necessary arrangements, see Prof Becks letter Oct
4, 1870.
Resd that Prof Beek Crispell be requested to take charge of Pastoral Theology,
and Doctor Van Raalte of Sacred Rhetoric, & the Faculty be directed to
supply the necessities arising from unexpected disappointments in the
discharge of these appointments.
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Constantine Resd that the thanks of this Council be expressed to the church of Constantine
for a timely donation of $25.
Resd that Doctor Van Raalte be added to the Com. on the legality of
documents as Ex officio chairman.
Prof Scotts letter of Oct 3, 1870 on his appointment to Theological
Instruction, and in answer to his notification from by a corn, of the council,
was read.
A letter was read from the secretary of the Board of Education, concerning the
Professors Professors salaries, and making some inquiries concerning the same, when it
Salaries
was Resd that the secretary be instructed to write to the secretary of the Board
of Education that the Professors have received no prerequisites, but in the
contrary have incurred additional expenses in giving instruction, & they deem
that such increase of salary as may seem proper to the Board
99
will be just under the circumstances, Resd that the notices of meeting of
Council be published also in the Christian Intelligences.
The minutes were read, amended & approved.
The Council was adjourned ez closed with prayer by Rev C. Van Der Veen.
$25.

Abel T. Stewart,
Secretary.

